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that, being made aware of God's presence, our,
first instinct is. to seek some shelter? Meantime,
he insists upon the fact. The poem opens with
the soul in flight, and it portrays some of the
attempted roads along which the fugitive sped in
this unnatural desire. Every man makes his own
refuge, and there is not one interest in all his
life, whether good or evil, which has not been,
sought by the hunted soul as a refuge from the
pursuing Love of God. It should be carefully
noted that Thompson does not name anything
essentially evil as one of his hiding places. We
have all said to sin " Cover thou me/' but we
have also made the same appeal to things in them-
selves lawful and good. Man has the power of
making the good an enemy to the best, and of
turning what should be a means of communion
with God into a screen which His grace has to
make luminous by fiery burnings.

(a) He retreats within himself thinking to
bar the door of his own life against the Great
Seeker. "I fled him down the labyrinthine
ways of my own mind . . . in the mist of tears,
and under running laughter, up vistaed hopes,
down chasmed fears.59 But he found, as our